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ONTARIO 


DEPARTMENT  OF  EDUCATION 


NOTICE 


To  the  Teachers  and  Boards  of  Trustees  of  the 

English -French  Schools 


Information  has  reached  the  Minister  of  Education  to  the  effect 
that  some  of  the  boards  of  the  English-French  schools  are  not  only 
themselves  refusing  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  Circular  of 
Instructions  No.  17,  issued  last  July  for  the  organization  and  manage¬ 
ment  of  such  schools  during  the  school  year  of  1912-18,  but  are  in¬ 
structing  the  teachers  in  their  employment  to  refuse  also  to  comply 
with  them.  In  order,  accordingly,  that  all  the  parties  concerned 
may  clearly  understand  the  nature  of  their  responsibilities  and  the 
results  that  may  ensue  from  their  refusing  or  neglecting  to  perform 
them,  the  Minister  of  Education  submits  for  their  consideration  the 
following  statement : 

The  Department  of  Education  Act  gives  the  Minister  of  Education 
power  to  make  regulations  and  to  enforce  the  Schools  Acts  and  the 
Eegulations  for  the  organization  and  management  of  all  schools 
belonging  to  the  Provincial  system.  Since  their  establishment,  the 
public  schools  have  been  subject  to  regulation  and  last  June  the 
separate  schools  were  placed  under  the  same  regulations  as  the  public 
schools,  except  in  the  matter  of  the  readers  and  religious  instruction 
and  of  the  special  provisions  for  the  English-French  schools  set  forth 
in  Instructions  No.  17. 

Both  the  Public  and  the  Separate  Schools  Acts  provide  that  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  teacher  to  teach  the  prescribed  courses  of 
study  and  to  comply  with  the  regulations  of  the  Department  of 
Education.  In  these  respects,  the  teacher  is  directly  responsible  to 
the  Minister  of  Education,  and  neither  the  board  of  trustees  nor  any 
other  authority  has  any  right  to  interfere  between  him  and  the  Minis¬ 
ter.  The  Department  of  Education  Act  also  gives  the  Minister  the 
power  to  suspend  or  cancel  the  certificate  of  any  teacher.  Accordingly, 
any  teacher  of  the  English-French  schools  who  refuses  to  comply 
with  the  provisions  of  Instructions  17  that  deal  with  the  organization 
of  the  school  renders  himself  liable  to  the  aforesaid  penalty.  And 
further,  a  board  of  school  trustees  which  employs  unqualified  teachers 
and  does  not  comply  with  the  Instructions  and  other  Regulations  of 
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the  Department  of  Education  that  govern  its  acts,  forfeits  the  Legis* 
lative  grant  and  cannot  lawfully  pay  as  salaries  to  such  teachers  any 
part  of  the  taxes  levied  for  the  support  of  the  Public  or  Separate 
schools  under  its  charge. 

In  the  case  of  a  school  which  has  ceased  to  be  a  part  of  the 
Provincial  system,  while  the  supporters  of  said  school  may  voluntarily 
contribute  moneys  for  its  support,  they  cannot  use  the  municipal 
machinery  for  the  collection  of  any  moneys,  and  ipso  facto  they 
become  Public  school  supporters  and  must  pay  their  share  of  any 
taxes  levied  for  Public  school  purposes  in  addition  to  any  voluntary 
contribution  they  may  make  for  a  school  that  has  ceased  to  belong  to 
the  Provincial  system. 

In  order  further  that  the  situation  may  be  clearly  understood, 
the  Minister  has  directed  the  Inspector  to  explain  at  the  time  of  his 
visit,  to  both  the  teachers  and  the  boards  of  trustees  or  such  member 
or  members  thereof  as  he  may  be  able  to  communicate  with,  the 
results  of  their  refusal  to  do  their  duty,  and  to  notify  them  of  the 
Minister’s  intention  to  see  that  the  Law  and  the  Instructions  and 
other  Regulations  of  the  Department  are  duly  enforced.  Moreover, 
in  the  case  of  the  teachers  the  Inspector  has  been  directed  to  require 
each  to  state  in  writing,  for  submission  to  the  Minister,  his  final 
attitude  on  this  question,  either  at  the  time  of  the  Inspector’s  visit  or 
at  a  later  date  to  be  fixed  by  the  Inspector.  When,  however,  the 
Boards  are  at  fault,  the  Minister  will  himself  deal  with  them  directly, 
after  the  Inspector  has  officially  reported  their  attitude. 

The  Minister  learns  also  with  great  regret  that  in  some  localities, 
as  a  protest  against  the  appointment  of  the  present  Supervising 
Inspectors,  parents  are  authorizing  their  children  to  leave  the  school 
building  as  soon  as  the  Inspector  presents  himself.  In  such  cases 
the  status  of  this  officer  is  probably  not  understood  :  The  Regulations 
which  prescribe  the  powers  of  both  the  Public  and  the  Separate 
School  Inspectors  provide  that  every  such  Inspector  “  while  officially 
visiting  a  school  shall  have  absolute  authority  in  the  school”. 
Accordingly,  in  the  event  of  a  pupil’s  leaving  or  attempting  to  leave 
without  the  Inspector’s  consent,  the  Inspector  may  deal  summarily 
with  the  case  himself  or  may  instruct  the  teacher  to  deal  with  it  after 
his  visit,  and  the  teacher  or  school  board  that  abets  in  any  way  such 
pupils  or  parents  in  their  defiance  of  constituted  authority  and 
their  flagrant  discourtesy  to  a  gentleman  who  is  simply  doing  his 
duty,  will  subject  themselves  to  the  same  consequences  as  it  has  been 
pointed  out  above  will  follow  their  refusal  to  comply  with  the  other 
provisions  of  the  Law  and  the  Regulations. 

Department  of  Education, 

Toronto,  October  8th,  1912. 


